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Colrauivom av Me|hod
JXPS WR TRda\ S EdiW

DLSW\FK: 6W. JDPHV RQ HRUVHEDFN KLOOLQJ MRRUV / HHUQiQ CRUWpV DW WKH HHDG RI WKH 6SDQLVK AUPDGD
MHHWLQJ WKH A]WHF EPSHURU MRQWH]XPD II (Unknown artist, 17  centur\, oil on canvas, Museo de las
Culturas de Oaxaca, Oaxaca, Mexico. Photo b\ Catherine S. Ramtre].)

LALS 205

Comparison as Method
(IRUPHUO\ CRPSDUDWLYH MRELOLWLHV)

PURfeVVRU CaWheUiQe S. RaPtUe]  (hWWSV://caWheUiQeVUaPiUe].cRP/) 

th
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caWh\VXe@XcVc.edX (PailWR:caWh\VXe@XcVc.edX) 

Fall 2020
7KLV VHPLQDU PHHWV V\QFKURQRXVO\

1  PHHWLQJ WR EH KHOG :HGQHVGD\, OFWREHU 7, 12:00-3:00SP (P7)
DD\ & WLPH RI VXEVHTXHQW PHHWLQJV 7BD E\ LQVWUXFWRU & VWXGHQWV

Office Hours: TBD

CRXUVe DeVcUiSWiRQ aQd LeaUQiQg ObjecWiYeV 
This seminar is both an articulation and a stud\ of comparison as theor\ and method in the humanities
and qualitative social sciences. Focusing on how scholars compare race, migration, nation, and empire,
we ask, What happens when peoples, places, periods, concepts, and categories are compared? How
and wh\ do scholars compare? What methods and sources are available to us? And what are the
promises and challenges of a comparative, relational, or transnational approach? 

This course is for graduate students in the humanities and social sciences, especiall\ for those
developing a comparative research project. All class participants should be working on a concrete
assignment of their own choosing (e.g., a dissertation prospectus or chapter, a QE statement, an article,
a conference paper, or a fellowship or grant application).

B\ the end of the term, \ou should understand what constitutes a comparative approach in the discipline
or interdisciplinar\ space in which \ou work. You should be able to put sources in dialogue with one
another using textual anal\sis. You should be better prepared to share \our work with other scholars in a
clear, accessible, and professional manner. What's more, \ou should have a full draft (at least) of
whatever project \ou set out to complete, as well as a bibliograph\ of comparative works in the
humanities and social sciences. Meeting these goals will allow \ou to develop and refine \our own
comparative approach and to advance \our own scholarship.   

GUeeWiQgV fURP PURf. RaPtUe]!  (hWWSV://Pedia.XcVc.edX/V/VideR?

Y=1835062&QRde=6766755&a=439561858&aXWRSla\=1)  

ReTXiUed Te[WV
MRVW RI RXU UHDGLQJV DUH DYDLODEOH DV PDFV DW CDQYDV. 7KH IROORZLQJ 3 ERRNV DUH UHTXLUHG DQG DUH RQ

UHVHUYH  (KWWSV://XFVF.SULPR.H[OLEULVJURXS.FRP/GLVFRYHU\/VHDUFK?
TXHU\=DQ\,FRQWDLQV,LALS%20205&WDE=CRXUVHRHVHUYHV&VHDUFKBVFRSH=CRXUVHRHVHUYHV&YLG=01CDLBSCRB
DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ LLEUDU\  (KWWSV://OLEUDU\.XFVF.HGX/) . 7KH\ FDQ DOVR EH REWDLQHG YLD BRRNVKRS SDQWD
CUX]  (KWWSV://ZZZ.ERRNVKRSVDQWDFUX].FRP/) , 7KULIWERRNV  (hWWSV://ZZZ.WhUifWbRRkV.cRP/) , APD]RQ,
HWF :

VW
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HWF.:

George M. Fredrickson: :KLWH 6XSUHPDF\: A CRPSDUDWLYH 6WXG\ LQ APHULFDQ DQG 6RXWK AIULFDQ
HLVWRU\ (New York: Oxford Universit\ Press, 1981) (RQ UHVHUYH
(KWWSV://XFVF.SULPR.H[OLEULVJURXS.FRP/GLVFRYHU\/VHDUFK?
TXHU\=DQ\,FRQWDLQV,LALS%20205&WDE=CRXUVHRHVHUYHV&VHDUFKBVFRSH=CRXUVHRHVHUYHV&YLG=01CDLBS
DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ LLEUDU\  (KWWSV://OLEUDU\.XFVF.HGX/) )

Richard Alba and Nanc\ Foner, 6WUDQJHUV NR MRUH: IPPLJUDWLRQ DQG WKH CKDOOHQJHV RI IQWHJUDWLRQ LQ
NRUWK APHULFD DQG :HVWHUQ EXURSH (Princeton, NJ: Princeton Universit\ Press, 2015) (RQ UHVHUYH
(KWWSV://XFVF.SULPR.H[OLEULVJURXS.FRP/GLVFRYHU\/VHDUFK?
TXHU\=DQ\,FRQWDLQV,LALS%20205&WDE=CRXUVHRHVHUYHV&VHDUFKBVFRSH=CRXUVHRHVHUYHV&YLG=01CDLBS
DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ LLEUDU\  (KWWSV://OLEUDU\.XFVF.HGX/) )

Juliet Hooker, 7KHRUL]LQJ RDFH LQ WKH APHULFDV: DRXJODVV, 6DUPLHQWR, DX BRLV, DQG 9DVFRQFHORV
(New York: Oxford Universit\ Press, 2017) (RQ UHVHUYH
(KWWSV://XFVF.SULPR.H[OLEULVJURXS.FRP/GLVFRYHU\/VHDUFK?
TXHU\=DQ\,FRQWDLQV,LALS%20205&WDE=CRXUVHRHVHUYHV&VHDUFKBVFRSH=CRXUVHRHVHUYHV&YLG=01CDLBS
DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ LLEUDU\  (KWWSV://OLEUDU\.XFVF.HGX/) )

CRXUVe ReTXiUePeQWV

1. CODVV PDUWLFLSDWLRQ & FDFLOLWDWLRQ: Students must attend all weekl\ sessions in their entiret\ and
participate activel\ in discussions. Beginning in the second week, 1-2 students will open and facilitate
the discussion on the readings. Facilitators should prepare an outline or a list of questions to help
stimulate and guide our conversation. The\ ma\ also design in-class exercises appropriate for the
virtual classroom. (20 SRLQWV)

2. 7H[WXDO AQDO\VLV PDSHU: In this 7-10-page paper, students will put two SUiPaU\ RU VecRQdaU\
VRXUceV  (hWWSV://libUaU\.albaQ\.edX/iQfRliW/UeVRXUce/SUiPaU\) in dialogue with one another. In addition
to explaining how each source is relevant to their research, the\ must offer clRVe UeadiQgV
(hWWSV://ZUiWiQgceQWeU.faV.haUYaUd.edX/SageV/hRZ-dR-clRVe-UeadiQg) of both, underscoring what the\ sa\
to and about one another and about the larger project of which the\ are part. The 7-10-page textual
anal\sis paper ma\ comprise part of the final project. (20 SRLQWV)

3. CROODERUDWLYH BLEOLRJUDSK\: Using GRRgle DUiYe
(hWWSV://dRcV.gRRgle.cRP/dRcXPeQW/d/1AQZXNl\_]YZ\2iYT1V1d5TT38P_PTVP[QWP3S8iRNVk/ediW) ,
students will help build a bibliograph\ of comparative scholarship in the humanities and social

sciences b\ contributing at least 4 original titles (books, articles, websites, etc.). In class, the\ will
briefl\ introduce up to 4 works the\ have added to our collaborative bibliograph\ and explain wh\
the\ have opted to include them. (20 SRLQWV)

4 FLQDO :ULWWHQ PURMHFW: Students will submit a final written project identified at the outset of the
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4. FLQDO :ULWWHQ PURMHFW: Students will submit a final written project, identified at the outset of the
course, in which the\ compare events, histories, peoples, places, and/or concepts. The final project
ma\ be a conference paper, QE statement, dissertation prospectus, dissertation chapter, article, or
essa\ for a grant or fellowship application. The 7-10-page textual anal\sis paper ma\ comprise part
of the final project. If the final project is still in draft form, it must be complete (not partial). Students
will have the opportunit\ to discuss the final project with the instructor on an individual basis prior to
the end of the quarter. (40 SRLQWV)

PleaVe XVe CaQYaV WR VXbPiW \RXU ZUiWiQg SURjecWV (aVVigQPeQWV 2 aQd 4) aQd SleaVe XVe RXU
VhaUed GRRgle DRcXPeQW WR cRPSleWe aVVigQPeQW 3, RXU CRllabRUaWiYe BibliRgUaSh\. PleaVe dR
NOT ePail WhRVe aVVigQPeQWV WR Pe. 

ReadiQg SchedXle (VXEMHFW WR FKDQJH)          
WEEK 1: WED, OCT 7, 12-3PM (PT) (PLEASE COMPLE7E ALL READINGS B< O8R FIRS7
MEE7ING)
AQia LRRPba, ³Race aQd Whe PRVVibiliWieV Rf CRPSaUaWiYe CUiWiTXe,´ NHZ LLWHUDU\ HLVWRU\  40,
QR. 3 (2009): 501-522.

NaQc\ L. GUeeQ, ³The CRPSaUaWiYe MeWhRd aQd PRVWVWUXcWXUal SWUXcWXUaliVP²NeZ PeUVSecWiYeV
fRU MigUaWiRQ SWXdieV,´ JRXUQDO RI APHULFDQ EWKQLF HLVWRU\ 13, QR. 4 (1994): 3-22.

PaWUick WRlfe, ³LaQd, LabRU, aQd DiffeUeQce: ElePeQWaU\ SWUXcWXUeV Rf Race,´ 7KH APHULFDQ
HLVWRULFDO RHYLHZ 106, QR. 3 (2001): 866-905.

AW RXU ILUVW PHHWLQJ, ZH'OO DOVR GLVFXVV RXU VFKRODUO\ JRDOV IRU WKH TXDUWHU, ZH'OO GHWHUPLQH ZKHQ WR PHHW
IRU WKH UHPDLQGHU RI WKH TXDUWHU, DQG VWXGHQWV ZLOO VLJQ XS IRU WKHLU FODVV IDFLOLWDWLRQ GDWHV. POHDVH KDYH
\RXU FDOHQGDU KDQG\.

WEEK 2: DATE & TIME TBD

MicRl Seigel: ³Be\RQd CRPSaUe: CRPSaUaWiYe MeWhRd afWeU Whe TUaQVQaWiRQal TXUQ,´ RDGLFDO
HLVWRU\ RHYLHZ 91 (2005): 62-90.

DaQiel MaUWiQe] HRSaQg aQd NaWalia MRliQa, ³IQWURdXcWiRQ: TRZaUd a RelaWiRQal CRQVciRXVQeVV Rf
Race,´ iQ RHODWLRQDO FRUPDWLRQV RI RDFH: 7KHRU\, MHWKRG, DQG PUDFWLFH, ed. NaWalia MRliQa, DaQiel
MaUWiQe] HRSaQg, aQd RaPyQ A. GXWipUUe] (BeUkele\: UQiYeUViW\ Rf CalifRUQia PUeVV, 2019), 1-21. 

(Relational Formations of Race LV DOVR DYDLODEOH DV DQ HOHFWURQLF ERRN DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ LLEUDU\

(KWWSV://OLEUDU\.XFVF.HGX/) .)
 
CaWheUiQe S. RaPtUe], "IQdiaQV aQd NegURV iQ SSiWe Rf ThePVelYeV: PXeUWR RicaQ SWXdeQWV aW Whe
CaUliVle IQdiaQ IQdXVWUial SchRRl," iQ RHODWLRQDO FRUPDWLRQV RI RDFH: 7KHRU\, MHWKRG, DQG
PUDFWLFH, ed. NaWalia MRliQa, DaQiel MaUWiQe] HRSaQg, aQd RaPyQ A. GXWipUUe] (BeUkele\:
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PUDFWLFH, ed. NaWalia MRliQa, DaQiel MaUWiQe] HRSaQg, aQd RaPyQ A. GXWipUUe] (BeUkele\:
UQiYeUViW\ Rf CalifRUQia PUeVV, 2019), 166-184. (Relational Formations of Race LV DOVR DYDLODEOH DV
DQ HOHFWURQLF ERRN DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ LLEUDU\  (KWWSV://OLEUDU\.XFVF.HGX/) .) 

WEEK 3: DATE & TIME TBD 
AUiVWide ZRlbeUg aQd LRQg LiWW WRRQ, ³Wh\ IVlaP IV Like SSaQiVh: CXlWXUal IQcRUSRUaWiRQ iQ
EXURSe aQd Whe UQiWed SWaWeV,´ PROLWLFV & SRFLHW\ 27, QR. 1 (1999): 5-38.

NichRlaV De GeQRYa, ³LaWiQR aQd AViaQ Racial FRUPaWiRQV aW Whe FURQWieUV Rf U.S. NaWiRQaliVP,´
iQ RDFLDO 7UDQVIRUPDWLRQV: LDWLQRV DQG AVLDQV RHPDNLQJ WKH 8QLWHG SWDWHV, ed. NichRlaV De
GeQRYa (DXUhaP, NC: DXke UQiYeUViW\ PUeVV, 2006), 1-20. (Racial Transformations LV DOVR
DYDLODEOH DV DQ HOHFWURQLF ERRN DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ LLEUDU\  (KWWSV://OLEUDU\.XFVF.HGX/) .) 

UC DaYiV CRPSaUaWiYe BRUdeUV IQiWiaWiYe  (hWWS://bRUdeUVWXdieV.XcdaYiV.edX/) (SOHDVH YLVLW ZHEVLWH)

WEEK 4: DATE & TIME TBD
7-10-PAGE TEXTUAL ANALYSIS PAPER DUE
POHDVH VLJQ XS IRU VWXGHQW-LQVWUXFWRU FKHFN-LQ IRU ZHHNV 6 & 8.

WEEK 5: DATE TBD
Fredrickson: :KLWH 6XSUHPDF\ (available as an electronic book at the UQiYeUViW\ LibUaU\
(hWWSV://libUaU\.XcVc.edX/) )

OSWLRQDO YLHZLQJ: 
GeRUge FUedUickVRQ: "The RiVe Rf MRdeUQ RaciVP(V): WhiWe SXSUePac\ aQd AQWiVePiWiVP,"
SWaffRUd LiWWle LecWXUeV, PUiQceWRQ UQiYeUViW\, ASUil 26, 2000 (1:45)
(hWWSV://PediaceQWUal.SUiQceWRQ.edX/Pedia/The+RiVe+Rf+MRdeUQ+RaciVP%28V%29A+WhiWe+SXSUePac\+aQd

WEEK 6: DATE & TIME TBD
Student-instructor check-in (Group A)

WEEK 7: DATE & TIME TBD 
Alba and Foner: 6WUDQJHUV NR MRUH (DYDLODEOH DV DQ HOHFWURQLF ERRN DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ LLEUDU\
(KWWSV://OLEUDU\.XFVF.HGX/) )

OSWLRQDO YLHZLQJ:

NaQc\ FRQeU aQd RichaUd Alba: "SWUaQgeUV NR MRUe," RRRVeYelW HRXVe PXblic PRlic\ IQVWiWXWe aW
HXQWeU CRllege, NRYePbeU 9, 2015 (1:06:37)  (hWWSV://ZZZ.\RXWXbe.cRP/ZaWch?Y=bZP5[6GAQ\0)
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Co�rve S�mmar�Ĺ
DaWe DeWailV

Wed Oct 7, 2020 +  CRPSaUiVRQ aV MeWhRd
(hWWSV://caQYaV.XcVc.edX/caleQdaU?
eYeQW_id=97316&iQclXde_cRQWe[WV=cRXUVe_37167)

12pm to 3pm

(hWWSV://ZZZ.\RXWXbe.cRP/ZaWch?Y=bZP5[6GAQ\0)

WEEK 8: DATE & TIME TBD
Student-instructor check-in (Group B)

WEEK 9: DATE & TIME TBD
Hooker: 7KHRUL]LQJ RDFH LQ WKH APHULFDV (DYDLODEOH DV DQ HOHFWURQLF ERRN DW WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ LLEUDU\
(KWWSV://OLEUDU\.XFVF.HGX/) )

OSWLRQDO YLHZLQJ: 
JXlieW HRRkeU: "TheRUi]iQg Race iQ Whe APeUicaV: DRXglaVV, SaUPieQWR, DX BRiV, aQd
VaVcRQcelRV," Race & DiffeUeQce CRllRTXiXP SeUieV, EPRU\ UQiYeUViW\, NRYePbeU 4, 2019 (45:40)

 (hWWSV://ZZZ.\RXWXbe.cRP/ZaWch?Y=]SW1VZPfYRk)

(hWWSV://ZZZ.\RXWXbe.cRP/ZaWch?Y=]SW1VZPfYRk)

WEEK 10: DATE & TIME TBD
Final discussion and cRllabRUaWiYe bibliRgUaSh\ eQWUieV dXe (PiQiPXP 4 ZRUkV)

FINAL WRITTEN PROJECT DUE 5:00PM, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2020.
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DaWe DeWailV

+  LALS 205-1VW PeeWiQg
(hWWSV://caQYaV.XcVc.edX/caleQdaU?
eYeQW_id=75489&iQclXde_cRQWe[WV=cRXUVe_37167)

12pm to 3pm

Thu Dec 17, 2020 �  LALS 205 FiQal WUiWWeQ PURjecW dXe
(hWWSV://caQYaV.XcVc.edX/cRXUVeV/37167/aVVigQPeQWV/162712)

due b\ 11:59pm

�  ClaVV PaUWiciSaWiRQ & FaciliWaWiRQ
(hWWSV://caQYaV.XcVc.edX/cRXUVeV/37167/aVVigQPeQWV/162641)

 

�  CRllabRUaWiYe BibliRgUaSh\ Rf
CRPSaUaWiYe SchRlaUVhiS iQ Whe
HXPaQiWieV & SRcial ScieQceV
(hWWSV://caQYaV.XcVc.edX/cRXUVeV/37167/aVVigQPeQWV/162649)

 

�  FiQal WUiWWeQ PURjecW
(hWWSV://caQYaV.XcVc.edX/cRXUVeV/37167/aVVigQPeQWV/162686)

 

�  Te[WXal AQal\ViV PaSeU: PUiPaU\
aQd SecRQdaU\ SRXUceV
(hWWSV://caQYaV.XcVc.edX/cRXUVeV/37167/aVVigQPeQWV/162643)

 


